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UCAS application explained

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0loBMvhTW9k



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0loBMvhTW9k
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Degree Apprenticeships

Combines paid work (practical, on-the-job training) and university

degree study

Studied over up to 6 years

IT, finance, law, nursing, construction, engineering
Study methods include:

= Distance learning

= Day release

* Block mode learning (full-time study session away from full-ti
work)

* Full time study plus vacation work/year in industry

Paid a wage and tuition fees and training costs are covered
How to apply:

= National Apprenticeship Service

= Direct to employers (can’t choose where s](Ludy) Y
= Through UCAS N el T
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What do Admissions Tutors look for?

Apply in time

Reference

Will you be able to cope with
the academic demands of the course?
Do you meet the entry requirements?
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15t October

15t January

Most BGN
applications are sent
by 15t December




Meet the entry requirements

Look at university
leagues tables to
decide if your
grades would
attract an offer.

* What are they?
* Are they realistic?

= Are there any specific requirements? E.g. RILY SIED) S
applying to a
GCSE, Alevels, IB, BTEC, EPQ etc university with
. | entry requirements
* Work experience? of AAA might get

you an offer, but
= Entry Test? i

not a place after

the August results.
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Personal statements - comments from Admissions
Tutors

‘Highly important’

‘It's the only way to tell those that are
interested in the subject from those that
are just good at it’

‘Forms the basis for the interview’

‘Especially important in borderline |
cases’ |

‘Important at confirmation/clearing’ 6 ar"'

‘| look for students who will be l
Interesting to teach’ |
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Personal statement

Reasons for course/subject choice
What you enjoy in any related subjects now .

Interests/ current affairs/ reading around the subject
Career goals/ what hope to gain

Interests/hobbies

School/college experience — positions of respon5|blllty
Involvement in Higher Education activities *-
Work experience/employment ) }

Skills/personal qualities relevant to the course 6o
Gap year information, if applicable

Motivation — Commitment - Enthusiasm
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Medicine

» Sound academic background
Physical stamina
Manual dexterity
Desire to help people
Able to work under pressure
Time management
Methodical
Interest in science
Communication skills
IT skills
Study skills
Team working
Self-motivation

You may need a skeleton

COSTS AN ARM AND A LEG

These key skills
apply to other
careers as well —
medical or not.
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Personal Statements

‘| enjoy the theatre and used to go a couple
of times a year.” (Drama)

Vague?

‘I am a keen reader and committed to the
study of human behaviour through TV
soaps.’ (Psychology)

Not academic?

Superficial?

‘My interest in medicine stems from my
enjoyment of ‘Casualty’ and other related
TV series.’

General?

“To be or not to be, that is the question’. It
was this quote from Shakespeare’'s Macbeth
that persuaded me to study English.
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Personal Statements

When | started school, | believed that
when it came to examination and
coursework, there was always a right and
a wrong answer. As | continued my
education, | realised that this was not
always the case: there is often more than
one answer, the validity of which depends
not so much on it being 'right' or 'wrong'
but rather whether it is supported bé
reasoned argument. As part of my English
A level | studied Henry V. | was struck
how, b?/ selective quotation, it was
possible to portray Henry as both a
selfless hero and a manipulative
opportunist. Similarly, in my study of
ussolini for History, it was aﬁparent that
he too could be viewed as either a
ruthless tyrant or national hero depending
oLn the source material that was se¢lected.
(Law)

A
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This writing is the
result of
numerous drafts.

They have
integrated ideas

about different
subjects, as well as
a flavour of the
student’s
developing ideas
on learning.
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Personal Statemwments

‘If | should be accepted to your university
| would wish to pursue my chosen field of
study, psychology, for one very basic
reason: | want to Rule the World. I'm not
talking your run of the mill big company,
or being Prime Minster, no I'm talking
about Julius Caesar, Napoleon
Bonaparte, King Tutankhamen type of
Ruling the World except, succeeding
where they failed, because quite simplty
they lacked the basic understanding o
human psychology.’

Waste of time.

Mrs Ellul would

not press the
UCAS button on
this one!
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Personal Statements

The occupation of engineers, particularly mechanical, because
of their vital role in daily life, is something | have grown to

appreciate and now aspire to. My ultimate vision is to be part o
a Formula 1 team; the pioneering excellence and precision m_
involved with such an occupation appeals to me and despite its EL _
esoteric appearance provides genuine advancements enjoyed Q:_

by many in their everyday lives.

'In Year 12 | did a project on the application and development o
technology within Formula 1, and as part of the research,
organised a tutorial with the lead engineer of Red Bull Racing.
This proved fascinating, his knowledge and understanding of
the mechanical components of the cars further fuelled my
intention to study engineering, and confirmed to me my
aspirations of working in Formula 1. David Treymayne's 'The :
Science of Formula 1 Design' gave a fascinating insight into the
individual components which allow the cars to perform as well *

‘as they do. My project allowed me to conclude safety is the

primary cause of technological development, the research

Formula 1 provides, as well as the budget, allows devices such
* |as Traction Control and ABS to be commerciajly implemgiied

in the public sector. —— :
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Ideas are well-

linked.




Personal statement examples

‘| have always wanted to either be a doctor or a primary
school teacher.’ — Applied for Medicine.

‘| have always wanted to study history or physics’

‘| have always wanted to pursue a Journalism degree’ — “*
Birmingham does not do Journalism!

SHAPE YOUR FUTURE HERE

Ask your form
tutor to read your
completed
personal
statement to
point out any

weaknesses.




Making a good impression with your personal
statement

= At least 75% should concentrate on course/subject related issues
=  Grammar/spelling/vocabulary
= Be specific

* Be honest

= Be positive

* Be selective

= Take time — edits required, don’t have to start with first paragraph
= Don't plagiarise — Similarity Detection Service

= Don't start every sentence with ‘I’

*  No lists — analyse your experiences
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Personal statements
take many drafts to
make them sound just
right.

What if I’'m not planning to
go to university?

The statement makes up

most of your covering letter
for a job application.




